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Middle ArkansasRiver basin work group to meet August 21
Water users devel oping management strategies for sustained water system
TOPEKA —A work group of water usersinthe Middle Arkansas River basinwill meetfrom1to5p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 21, at the Jordan Community Center, 502 Broadway, in Larned, to discusswater
management strategiesthat will ensure asustained, healthy groundwater and surface water syssemwithinthe
subbasin.

Thegroup, whichismadeup of industrial, municipal, domestic, recreation and irrigation water interests,
has been meeting about every six weeksfor the past three yearsto devel op management strategiesbased on
scientific dataprovided by the Kansas Geological Survey, Groundwater Management District #5 and the
Kansas Department of Agriculture’sDivision of Water Resources.

Currently, thegroup isexploring methodsfor measuring water savingsthey expect to achieveusingthe
water management strategiesthey aredeveloping. They aso arefindizing theanalysisby whichthey will
determineif thereisawater shortagein thesubbasin. Field verification activitiescurrently underway by the
Division of Water Resourcesand the Kansas Geological Survey will aso be considered.

Thewater management strategiesbeing devel oped areintended to protect vested and senior water
rights, and to maintain minimum desirable streamflow intheMiddle Arkansas River at Kindey and Great Bend,
when water use exceedsrecharge through streamflow or precipitation. The strategiesareintended asan
dternativeto water rightsadministration by the Division of Water Resources.

Thegroup plansto submit itsdraft management strategiesto the chief engineer of the Division of Water
Resources between January and March 2003. 1f the chief engineer approvesthem, hearingswill scheduled to
accept public comment. Theentire process should be complete by June 30, 2003.

Thework group isbeing guided through the strategy building process by the Subbasin Water Resource
M anagement Program, aspecia project funded by the statewater plan and implemented by the Division of
Water Resources.

Since 1993, the program hasfocused on addressing groundwater declines, streamflow depletionsand
related water quality concernswithinindividua subbasins. All water sourceswithin an areaare considered when
hel ping subbasinwater usersdevel op long-term management strategies.

All water usersin the subbasin are encouraged to attend work group meetingsand to offer input to
ensurethat management strategiesarefair for al users. Moreinformation about the meeting, and the strategy-
building process, isavailableby calling the Subbas n Water Resource M anagement Program at
(785) 296-3705.
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